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Ms. Ann Clarkson Ref. No. 02-0061
Environmental Health Specialist

Department of Environmental Health

Medical Waste Management Program

P.0O. Box 28070

San Jose, CA 985155-8070

Dear Ms. Clarkson:

This is in response to your February 14, 2002 letter requesting
clarification on the correct basic shipping description for your
material as specified in the Hazardous Materials Regulations
(HMR; 49 CFR Parts 171-180). Specifically, you asked about the
transportation of household needle and syringe waste (i.e.,
sharps).

It is the shipper's responsibility to class and describe their
hazardous material (see § 173.22). Materials that meet the
defining criteria for hazard classes and divisions in Part 173,
hazardous wastes, hazardous substances, and marine pollutants are
subject to the HMR. Division 6.2 includes definitions for
infectious substance and regulated medical waste (see § 173.134).
Diagnostic specimens are not subject to the HMR (see

§ 173.134(b)(1)).

An infectious substance means a viable microorganism, or its
toxin, that causes or may cause disease in humans or animals, and
includes those agents listed in 42 CFR.72.3 of the regulations of
the Department of Health and Human Services and any other agent
that causes or may cause severe, disabling or fatal disease. The
terms infectious substance and etiologic agent are synonymous.

A regulated medical waste means a waste or reusable material,
other than a culture or stock of an infecticus substance, that
contains an infectious substance and is generated in-

(i) The diagnosis, treatment or immunization of human beings or
animals;

(ii)} Research pertaining to the diagnosis, treatment or
immunization of human beings or animals; or
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(1iii) The production or testing of biological products.

Sharps do not meet the definition of a regulated medical waste
unless they contain an infectious substance.

T hope this satisfies your request.

Sincerely,

J
Transportation Regulations Specialist
Office of Hazardous Materials Standards
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. DATE: February 14, 2002- .

TO: Patricio Romero

FROM: Ann Clarkson

Subject: Department of Transportation (DOT) Regulations Regarding
Transport of Household Needles and Syringes (Sharps) Waste

Dear Mr. Romero:

Thank you for taking my call and giving me the opportunity to express our
concerns to DOT regarding packaging of household sharps waste.

Many counties and cities in California are actively involved in providing collection
programs, which allow households to bring their sharps, waste to a point of
consolidation. The consolidated sharps are then collected for disposal as medical
waste. The goal of these programs is to remove this waste from the municipal .
solid waste stream thus reducing the likelihood of a needlestick to the public or
solid waste personnel. Many national organizations and agencies such as the
American Medical Association, Centers for Disease Control, the American
Diabetes Association and the American Pharmaceutical Association are
promulgating policy statements recommending against the disposal of household
sharps waste into the municipal solid waste stream.

Because household generated sharps are an unregulated waste stream in
California, we count on people wanting to do the conscientious thing by
containerizing their sharps waste in heavy-duty plastic containers (such as
detergent battles) and rendering the containers hard to open after they are f(gul
and ready for disposal. In the county of Santa Clara, households bring the
containerized sharps waste to one of our consolidation sites, such as our
Household Hazardous Waste facility, where staff places the waste into 32-gallon
secondary containers that are labeled and bar-coded pursuant to DOT
standards. e——

The medical waste hauler in this county has stated that in order to be in %
compliance with DOT medical waste transportation regulations, the collected
household sharps must be:
+ |n a commercial sharps container at the point of generation (the
household).




« Ifin a non-commercial sharps container (such as a plastic detergent
bottle) must be placed in a larger commercial sharps container at the
point of consolidation (the collection facility); and,

e The larger container with the contained household sharps waste inside of
it must then be placed in the secondary commercial container for
transport.

Household sharps waste is an unregulated waste stream and only becomes
regulated when it is consolidated for disposal. It would be impossible to dictate
to househoids the need to purchase commercial sharps containers for disposal of
this waste. We are relying on the good will of the public to bring their
containerized sharps waste to us and not simply throw it into garbage cans.
Although some households use commercial sharps containers, many do not and
would drop out of the collection program if we did not allow them to bring their
sharps waste in plastic containers they already have in their homes. it would be
an additional expense for an already expensive treatment.

The other problem issue is requiring the agency administering this program to
purchase commercial sharps containers for containerizing sharps that are
already contained in household containers before placing them in another
commercial container for transport. This results in three containers. Each
commercial container costs around $35.00 and holds approximately four gallon
sized household containers. The County of Santa Clara would not be able to
incur the expense of purchasing these containers over time and would have to
either decrease the number of household sharps waste collection programs or
discontinue them. This would be a giant step backwards in trying to eliminate
this waste stream from our landfills, transfer stations and garbage cans and
would be in direct opposition to policy statements being prepared by the noted
nationatl entities. ‘ :

In the five years we have had this program where households containerize used
sharps in hard plastic, hard-to-open containers, and then place these containers
into the DOT commercial containers for transport, we have not had one incident
of spillage or waste-handling problem. It is our hope that our existing practice is
deemed to meet the intent of DOT regulations, and if not, an exception can be
considered for programs which consolidate sharps waste generated by
households.

If you need more information or have questions, please call me at (408) 299-
6930. Mr. Jack McGurk, Chief, Division of Drinking Water and Environmental
Management at (916) 323-3023 has indicated that he is also available to answer
questions for you.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,




Ann Clarkson

County of Santa Clara

Department of Environmental Health
Medical Waste Management Program




